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of  the  World,  published  and  copyrighted 
by  Western  Publishing  Co.,  Inc.,  Whitman 
Coin  Products,  Racine,  Wise.,  USA.  No 
further  use  of  these  numbers  in  any  other 
publications  is  authorized.) 

(NOTE:  Listings  preceded  by  * are  to  be 

designated  as  "Collectors'  Coins"  — coins 
of  acceptable  legal  tender  status  but  made 
primarily  for  sale  to  collectors  and  not 
found  in  normal  everyday  commerce.) 

AUSTRALIA 

y49  50  Cents  1977^  Cupro-Nickel,  31mm 

across,  32mm  point  to  point  (12- 
sided),  Queen's  Silver  Jubilee 

AUSTRIA 

*Y147  100  Schilling  I976,  .640  Silver 

(36mm), 175th  Anniversary  Birth  of 
Johann  Nestroy 

*Y148  1,000  Schilling  1976,  .9OO  Gold 

(27mm).  (Has  been  renumbered.) 

1,000  Years  of  Babenberg  Rule. 

BOTSWANA 

Y7  50  Thebe  1976,  Cupro-Nickel 

Y8  1 Pula  1976,  Cupro-Nickel 

*Y9  5 Pula  1976,  .925  Silver  (38.6mm) 

*Y10  150  Pula  1976,  .9167  Gold  (28.4mm) 

(Y9-10:  10th  Anniv.  of  Independence) 

CAMEROUN 

YAI6  100  Francs  1972,  Nickel  (25«4ram) 

(This  coin  has  the  obverse  of  YI6 
and  the  reverse  of  Y15«) 

COMOROS 

Y9  50  Francs  1975^  Nickel  (24mra) 

(Reported  in  error  last  month  as  Yl) 

COOK  ISLANDS 

YI5  20  Cents  1976,  Cupro-Nickel  (28.5mm) 
*Y16  5 Dollars  1976,  .500  Silver  (42mm) 

HONDURAS 

Y39a  1 Centavo  1974,  Bronze-Clad  Steel 
( 16mm) 

Y4la  5 Centavos  1975^  Brass  (21mm) 
MALAYSIA 

Yla  1 Sen  1976,  Copper-Clad  Steel 

NEW  ZEALAND 

*Y49  1 Dollar  1977,  Cupro-Nickel  (38.7mm) 

*Y49a  1 Dollar  1977,  -925  Silver  (38.7mm) 
(Y49-49a:  Queen's  Silver  Jubilee) 

(Continued  on  page  8) 
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INSIDE  N.l 


MEMBERSHIP  CHAIRMAN'S  REPORT 


January  1977  Applications  for  Membership:  The  following  persons  have 
applied  for  membership.  If  no  written  objections  are  received  by 
March  1^  1977^  their  membership  will  become  effective  that  date. 

(MT  = Will  Trade  by  Mail) 

1299-MT  The  Centennial,  Bill  Williams  & Jim  McKee,  I32O  Que  Street, 
Lincoln,  Neb.  68508  — (Ancients,  Books  & Periodicals) 

1300  C.  E.  Sullivan,  4640  Topaz  Drive,  Colorado  Springs,  Colo. 

80918 

1301^®  Bernard  J.  M.  Leu,  Rua  Angelo  Sampaio  I3IO,  80OOO  Curitiba 
17  Pr,  Brazil  — (France,  Crusaders  & Medieval  Islamic) 

1302 -MT  John  W.  Gonya,  2l6  Hunts  Park  Road,  Victor,  N.Y.  14-564 
(Ancients,  World  Proof  Sets,  Crowns) 

1303  Philip  L.  Eyler,  I8  Evenlea  Walk,  Winnipeg,  Manitoba,  Canada 
R2G  2N7  — (Newfoundland,  Commonwealth) 

00000 


DONATIONS  REPORT 


We  wish  to  acknowledge  the  following  donations  received  since  the 
last  report: 


Name 

Anonymous 

Barrett,  William  L.S. 
Boczarska,  Christine 
Borkowski,  Kenneth  D . 
Coles,  Peter  James 
Craddock,  Charles  R. 

C lark,  Rob  e rt  L . 
Edwards,  David 
Genier,  Pierre  D. 
Gies,  P.  A. 

Harding,  Rev.  James 
His,  George 
Hulse,  Granvyl  G.,Jr. 
Jackson,  Mrs.  Edw.  D. 
MacKenzie,  Kenneth  M. 
Mahr,  Robert  L. 
McKenna,  Michael  J. 
Mooers,  Leon  W. 
Mullan,  Bill 
Schiller,  Walter 
Spencer,  William  L. 
Stockman,  Kristiein 
Tausz,  Fred 


Donation  and 
Stated  Value 

242  coins  ($494.05) 
$3.00  Cash 
$30.00  Cash 
$3.00  Cash 
$3.00  Cash 
$10.00  Cash 
$3.00  Cash 
$3.00  Cash 
$3.00  Cash 
$10.00  Cash 
$3-27  Cash 
$10.00  Cash 
1 coin  (NVS) 

$3.00  Cash 
$5.00  Cash 
$5.00  Cash 
$1.00  Cash 
$3.00  Cash 
$14.75  Cash 
$3.50  Cash 
$3.00  Cash 
$3.70  Cash 
$3.00  Cash 


Preference  of  Use 

NI  Reference  Collection 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
NI  Bulletin  Fund 
NI  Bulletin  Fund 
General  Operating  EMnd 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
NI  Reference  Collection 
NI  Bulletin  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
NI  Library  Fund 
NI  Library  E\ind 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
NI  Library  Fund' 

General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
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Donation  and 

Name 

Stated  Value 

Preference  of  Use 

Tnompson,  Wm.  B. 

$3.00  Cash 

General  Operating  Fund 

Thornton,  Robert  L. 

$3.00  Cash 

General  Operating  Fund 

Vigil,  Robert  C. 

$7*00  Cash 

General  Operating  Fund 

Walker,  Ralph  S. 

$5.00  Cash 

General  Operating  Fund 

West,  Kenneth  W. 

$2.50  Cash 

General  Operating  Fund 

Westergaard,  J.  B. 

$12.00  Cash 

NI  Bulletin  Fund 

(NVS  = No  Value  Stated 

by  donor) 

LIBRAEIAN'S  REPORT 

I.  Acknowledgement  is  noted  below  to  members  who  have  kindly  do- 
nated material  to  the  NI  Library: 

I.  C.  G.  Campbell 

Roman  Coins,  by  CoH.Vc  Sutherland.  Pub.  197h,  3HPP^  112 
plates.  "A  narrative  study  of  the  history  of  Roman  coinage 
is  presented  with  illustrations  which  give  an  integrated 
survey  of  Roman  coins  and  their  place  in  Rome's  history 
from  the  earliest  issues  to  the  last  western  Emperor 
(Author)".  ANS,  WL9U. 

XI.  XII  Ve  XIII  Yuzyillar  Reslmili  Turk  Paralari^  by  Behzad 
Butak.  Pub . 1947,  l40pp,  ilius . A xerox  copy.  Catalog 
of  author's  collection  of  Islamic  coins  of  the  11th  to  the 
13th  Centuries. 

Coins  of  the  World  1790-18^0^  Ed.,  by  William  D.  Craig. 
Pub.  1976,  LTtipp.,  illus . 

Hawkins  Publications,  London. 

The  Decline  of  the  Indo-Greeks;  circa  I3O-O  BC,  being  Volume 
3 of  the  multi-volume  work  Indo -Greek  and  Indo-Scythian 
Coinage,  by  Dr.  Michael  Mitchiner.  (See  August  1976  NIB 
for  review  of  this  work.) 

Comtemporaries  of  the  Indo-Greeks,  being  Volume  k of  the 
multi-volume  work  Indo-Greek  and  Indo-Scythian  Coinage, 
by  Dr.  Michael  Mitchiner.  (See  Book  Review  in  this  issue 
for  a detailed  review  of  this  work.) 

Granvyl  Hulse 

Annual  Report  of  the  Director  of  the  Mint  for  the  Fiscal 
Years  Ending  ^0  June  195^^  55^  6l  and  63 • 

The  above  and  all  other  references  previously  published  in 
these  reports  and  in  the  1976  Edition  of  the  NI  Library  List  are 
available  for  30-day  loan  periods. 

II.  Please  make  the  following  changes  in  the  1976  NI  Library  List; 
Under  ANCIENT: 

Delete  MONNAIES  GRECQUE3  and  relist  as: 
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Florange,  Jules,  MOMAIES  GRECQUES 
Under  ASIATIC 

ATter  Ting,  Fu-Pao,  ANCIENT  CHINESE  COINS,  insert  the  words: 
(in  Chinese). 

Add:  FESCO,  CHINA  CH'ING  DYNASTY  1644-1911  (Cash  Coins 

Check  List) . 

Under  EUROPE 

The  entry  now  listed  as  PAR,  V.G.,  MONNAIES  FMNCAISE3  should 
read:  Guilloteau,  V.,  MONNAIES  FRANCAISES  (Colonies  1670- 

1942,  Metropole  1774-1942). 

III.  The  library  now  contains  the  following  mint  reports: 

Uo  S.  Mint:  1953,  1954,  1957.  1961-1971. 

Royal  Mint:  1922-37,  1961-69- 

French  Mint:  1957-66. 

We  would  appreciate  donations  to  fill  in  the  missing  years. 

IV.  Would  the  NI  member  who  sometime  in  the  past  borrowed  Rev. 
Coole's  Coins  in  China's  History  to  identify  a cash  piece  of  Hae- 
Dong  Choong-Bo  2nd  yr.  of  King  Jock-Jong,  Koryo  Dynasty  1097  AD, 
and  then  left  the  coin  in  the  book,  please  contact  the  librarian 
so  that  he  may  return  same?  Tne  piece  was  discovered  by  another 
member  who  recently  borrowed  the  same  book. 

V.  We  are  trying  to  complete  two  sets  of  the  former  magazine 

World  Coins.  The  following  copies  are  needed:  1964  - March; 

1967  - January;  1970  - June,  July,  October,  November,  December; 
one  set  of  the  years  1971  and  1972;  1973  - January  (2  copies), 
February,  March  (2  copies),  October;  and  two  sets  complete  of  the 
years  1974,  1975  and  through  March,  1976,  when  it  ended. 

We  have  several  extra  copies  of  the  dates  (other  than  the  above) 
which  we  will  sell  to  NI  members  at  fifty  cents  (.50)  per  issue. 

Those  interested,  please  write  specifying  dates  needed.  If  they 
are  available  we  will  bill  you  with  the  shipment. 

VI.  Is  there  an  NI  member  who  would  be  willing  to  donate  a copy 
of  Major  Fred  Pridmore's  latest  work.  The  Coins  of  the  British  Com- 
monwealth of  Nations,  Part  4,  Vol.  1,  East  India  Company  Presidency 
Series  C.  1642-1635,  to  the  library? 

VII.  Members  are  reminded  that  John  Vandigriff  continues  to  need 
your  extra  sales  catalogues  containing  photographs  for  an  NI  photo- 
graph file  project  he  is  working  on.  If  you  have  extra  catalogues 
you  may  send  them  either  directly  to  John  or  to  the  library  for 
relay.  (Prefer  they  be  mailed  to  John  in  care  of  the  NI  address.) 

Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr.,  Librarian 
30  Pleasant  St. 

Colebrook,  N.  H.  03576 

0000<c> 

NEW  MEMBERS  NEEDED:  NI  is  always  seeking  new  members  who  share  our 

interests.  We  will  be  glad  to  send  them  a complimentary  copy  of  the 
bulletin  if  you  will  furnish  namesof  your  friends  that  are  interested. 
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LETTEES  TO  THE  EDITOR: 


This  letter  is  in  belated  response  to  your  call  in  the  August  (I976) 
bulletin  for  a discussion  of  Pseudo-Coins.  I am  pleased  to  note 
that  there  is  some  possibility  the  HI  Board  will  establish  some  sort 
of  policy  thereon.  I would  preface  my  comments  by  noting  that  ap- 
parently collectors  are  not  very  concerned  over  this  issue.  I have 
had  letters/ articles  on  the  subject  published  in  World  Coins,  World 
Coin  Hews,  and  the  Numismatist  at  various  times  and  in  each  case 
public  response  pro  or  con  was  almost  nil.  Still,  the  action  of 
some  responsible  body,  whether  it  be  an  exhaustive  study  leading  to 
a "black  blot"  listing  or  something  as  simple  as  deleting  certain 
new  issue  listings  from  the  Bulletin,  might  in  itself  serve  to  gener- 
ate interest  in  the  issue.  And,  whether  today's  collectors  are 
interested  or  not,  I have  a feeling  that  tomorrow's  will  face  a real 
information  gap  as  to  the  facts  surrounding  some  of  today's  more 
fantastic  issues.  For  while  their  birth  is  bathed  in  publicity, 
their  gestation  is  surrounded  with  more  mystery  and  misinformation 
than  ordinary,  or  "legitimate"  coinage. 

In  the  area  of  informing  the  public  about  today's  questionable  issues 
and  in  making  some  distinctions  among  them,  the  numismatic  press  and 
the  standard  catalogs  have  been  remiss.  Krause's  "NCLT"  categoriza- 
tion misses  the  boat  by  making  circulation  the  central  concept;  pro- 
moters can  easily  circulate  token  quantities  of  questionable  issues, 
and  many  "honest"  coins  don't  circulate  for  perfectly  good  reasons. 
Whitman's  "Collector  coin"  designation  is  too  broad  and  inconsist- 
ently applied  to  be  at  all  useful.  My  own  feeling  is  that  the  most 
useful  distinctions  to  be  made  among  new  issues  revolved  about  the 
intent  of  the  issuer,  the  coin's  raison  d'etre. 

Generally  speaking,  I would  identify  four  reasons  for  issuing  a 
coin:  Circulation,  Commemoration,  Segniorage,  and  Profit.  Issuing 

a coin  for  circulation  requires  little  discussion;  either  a coin  is 
to  have  a working  place  in  the  economy,  or  it  isn't.  I would  con- 
sider bullion  coins  such  as  the  Krugerrand  and  Chevronetz  as  special 
cases  of  a coin  intended  to  "circulate"  (be  hoarded).  A Commemor- 
ative may  or  may  not  be  intended  to  circulate,  but  it  should  honor 
some  person  or  event  of  legitimate  interest  to  the  people  of  the 
nation  from  which  it  purports  to  issue,  or  serve  some  propaganda 
purpose.  Segniorage  is  an  ancient  and  honored  reason  for  the  issue 
of  coins  bearing  less  value  in  their  metal  than  on  their  face. 
"Profit"  as  I use  the  term,  refers  to  premium  sales  of  a coin  to 
collectors;  by  premium  I mean  at  some  value  substantially  above 
metal  value,  and  by  a collector  I mean  someone  with  other  than  a 
cultural  or  patriotic  reason  for  saving  a coin  or  paying  more  than 
face  value  for  it.  Obviously,  most  coin  issues,  whether  "legitimate" 
or  "pseudo"  are  motivated  by  more  than  one  of  the  above  reasons.  In 
my  opinion  the  most  useful  distinction  to  be  made  among  modem  issues 
is  between  those  which  are  issued  for,  on  the  one  hand,  circulation/ 
commemoration/ or  segniorage,  and  those  which  are  issued  for  profit, 
either  to  a national  government  or  to  a "distributor",  through  sales 
to  coin  collectors. 

There  are  some  coin  issues,  quite  a number  of  them  in  fact,  which 
are  rather  cut  and  dry,  but  others  require  a little  research,  and  in 
the  last  analysis  an  intelligent  consensus  of  opinion,  as  to  whether 
the  primary  raison  d'etre  is  "honest"  or  otherwise.  To  give  a few 
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examples  from  among  coins  designated  as  NCLT  by  Krause,  or  Collector 
Coins  by  Whitman,  the  Austrian  UC  commemoratives  seem  to  me  a good 
example  of  coins  issued  for  both  Commemoration  and  Segniorage. 
Advertising,  a good  tipoff  to  the  profit  motive,  is  nonexistent, 
and  even  the  higher  price  of  the  proofs  probably  represents  a true 
production  cost.  The  West  German  commemoratives  would  probably  fall 
in  the  same  category.  The  East  German  and  most  of  the  other  East 
E’uropean  series  I can  think  of  are  true  commemoratives  in  that  their 
themes  are  appropriate,  but  whether  on  balance  they  are  traditional- 
ly motivated  or  are  profit-makers  would  depend  on  the  internal  dis- 
tribution system  - for  each  country,  is  private  ownership  permitted, 
encouraged,  discouraged?  At  how  hi^  an  advance  over  metal  value 
are  they  sold?  I don't  think  these  series  are  cut  and  dry,  and  they 
would  require  some  research  before  each  country's  issues  could  be 
pigeonholed  one  way  or  the  other  on  the  basis  of  intent,  as  I am 
advocating.  I think  it  is  fair  to  Ixamp  together  all  of  the  distrib- 
utor-motivated issues  of  Paramount,  Franklin  Mint,  Italcambio, 
Spink's  Conservation  Series,  and  the  advertised  items  of  the  Royal 
Mint  as  profit -motivated  issues.  There  may  be  exceptions  which  I 
can't  call  to  mind  at  the  moment.  Everybody  dumps  on  poor  little 
Italcambio ' s issues  because  they  tend  to  be  the  most  fantastic  of 
the  lot,  some  copied  from  pre-existing  medals  marketed  by  the  firm, 
others  with  inappropriate  themes  and  denominations,  etc . Krause 
calls  them  NCLT  and  Whitman  still  keeps  them  at  the  back  of  the 
book.  Paramount  and  Franklin  Mint,  on  the  other  hand,  are  larger 
firms,  larger  advertisers,  and  they  do  "lobby"  the  numismatic  press. 
Also,  they  are  more  careful  craftsmen  in  that,  for  the  most  part, 
the  denominations  and  themes  of  their  issues  are  more  realistic, 
and  some  items  are  circulated  in  token  quantities.  Their  issuing 
nations  are  a cut  or  two  above  Italcambio 's  and,  were  the  truth 
known,  probably  receive  a sweeter  deal  as  well.  Being  in  many  cases 
more  developed  nations  with  more  souvenir-conscious  populations,  and 
perhaps  a true  collector  market,  their  issues  are  in  most  cases 
distributed  "at  home"  though  the  bulk  of  the  mintage  goes  to  col- 
lector markets  in  the  U.S.  and  Europe.  It  is  not  widely  known,  but 
Spink  has  dabbled  in  the  pseudo-coin  field  since  way  back.  Baha- 
walpur  Y2  is  a Spink  concoction,  unknown  in  India  except  through 
the  Yeoman  catalog.  I believe  there  are  one  or  two  other  issues 
of  this  sort  which  I can't  think  of  at  the  moment.  On  the  whole  the 
Spink  pieces  are  less  believable  than  the  Paramount-FM  releases  - 
the  Tanzania  CCC's  have  higher  metal  than  face  values  and  would  pre- 
sumably be  melted  if  available  freely  at  face  value.  The  leading 
coin  dealer  in  Thailand  reports  he  is  unable  to  get  a single  speci- 
men of  the  Thai  CCC's.  The  English,  presumably  with  the  Royal  Mint 
as  principal,  have  been  doing  a lot  with  the  "cheap"  pseudo-coin. 
Copper-nickel  crowns  such  as  Saint  Helena  Yl,  Gibraltar  Y2,  several 
Isle  of  Man  issues,  etc.  are  sold  in  tremendous  quantities  to 
English  dealers  at  under  $1  each  for  a mass  market  in  England  and 
North  America.  Interestingly,  the  new  CCW  does  not  bracket  the 
cu-ni  Saint  Helena  Yl  as  a collector's  coin,  even  though  it  has  a 
mintage  of  125,000  and  Saint  Helena  a population  of  about  5,000.  A 
tougher  case  is  the  Canadian  Olympic  coinage.  It  was  admittedly  a 
money-making  operation,  yet  the  Olympics  are  certainly  an  event  of 
legitimate  interest  to  "ordinary"  Canadians,  Americans  and  others 
around  the  world,  as  opposed  to  coin  collectors,  and  some  commemor- 
ative coinage  for  the  event  would  certainly  be  in  order.  On  balance, 
though,  I would  rate  the  entire  issue  as  pseudo-coins  and  judge  the 
primary  motiAration  to  be  one  of  profit  because  of  the  number  of 
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different  issues  and  the  fact  that  they  were  issued  before  the  event 
(when  sales  potential  was  best)  rather  than  after  (as  are  most  com- 
memoratives) . 

I could  probably  ramble  on  for  several  more  pages  and  go  into  ex- 
cruciating detail  on  many  particular  pseudo-coins.  My  main  point, 
however,  is  that  the  most  useful,  though  not  necessarily  the  easiest, 
distinction  to  be  made  between  pseudo-coins  and  legitimate  Issues 
is  one  based  on  Intent . In  criminal  proceedings  this  is  usually 
the  bottom-line  question,  and  so  must  it  be,  I believe,  in  sorting 
out  the  "polluters"  of  the  numismatic  waters. 

I don't  believe  an  "official"  NI  stand  on  pseudo-coins  would  be  of 
much  use  to  NI  members,  nearly  all  of  whom  are  "serious"  collectors 
who  already  know  what  is  wheat  and  what  is  chaff.  But  such  an  action 
would  be  picked  up  by  the  numismatic  press,  I am  sure,  and  could 
serve  to  plant  the  seed  of  doubt  in  the  minds  of  some  who  have  here- 
tofore looked  on  these  items  rather  \incritically  - or  at  least  might 
serve  to  generate  some  further  discussion  on  the  subject. 

Scott  Semans,  NI  #198 

Cleveland,  Ohio 


NEW  ISSUES  (Continued  from  page  2); 

PHILIPP  DIES 

*Y64  25  Pisb  1976,  .500  Silver  (38mn),  Rice  Production 

*Y65  50  Piso  1976,  Silver 

*Y66  1500  Piso  1976,  Gold 

(Y65“66:  Tnese  have  been  renumbered.) 

SAN  MARINO 

*YA4I  I Scudo  1975^  Gold  (l6mm) 

*YB41  2 Scudi  1975,  Gold  (21mm) 

Y53  5 Lire  1976,  Aluminum  (20mm),  Third  FoA.O.  Coinage 

SIERRA  LEONE 

YI3  2 Leones  1976,  Cupro-Nickel  (30mm,  7-sided),  FoAoO«  Coinage 
SURINAM 

■''Y7  10  Gulden  1976,  .925  Silver  (33m'n) 

*y8  25  Gulden  1976,  .925  Silver  (38mm) 

^9  100  Gulden  1976,  .900  Gold  (22.5mm) 

THAILAND 

1107  1 Baht  1976,  Cupro-Nickel  (25mm) 

^Y108  150  Baht  1976,  .925  Silver  (35mm) 

(YIO7-IO8:  J^th  Birthday  of  the  Princess  Mother) 

TRINIDAD  AND  TOBAGO  (Republic) 

^Y2i+  100  Dollars  1976,  .500  Gold  (ca.  25.5mm) 

TURKS  AND  CAICOS  ISLANDS 
^Y14  20  Crowns  1976,  .925  Silver  (U5mm) 

"''^^115  50  Crowns  1976,  -925  Silver  (50mm) 

"Ylb  100  Crowns  1976,  .5OO  Gold  (33mm) 

(Yll-16:  Queen  Victoria) 
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A GUIDE  TO  THE 
READING  OF  ANCIENT 
INDIAN  COIN  LEGENDS 


by  John  S.  Deyell,  Madison,  Wisconsin,  NI  #1219 
PART  III.  MEDIEVAL  DEV-NAGARI 


The  concluding  article  in  this  series  covers  the  transition  period 
6OO-I3OO  A.D.,  during  which  time  the  ancient  Brahmi  script  evolved 
into  a number  of  distinct  local  alphabets  throughout  India.  Perhaps 
the  most  significant  of  these  from  a nximismatic  point  of  view  is  the 
medieval  Dev-Nagari,  or  Nagari,  which  with  many  stylistic  variations, 
was  the  common  script  of  much  of  North  India.  The  "classical"  phase  of 
Dev-Nagari  extended  from  the  florid,  effusive  style  of  the  emperor 
Harsavardhana  (606-64?  A.D.),  an  accomplished  calligraphist,  to  the 
elegant  script  of  the  Ghandellas  of  Khajuraho  (l2th-13th  cent\rries) , 
famed  as  liberal  patrons  of  the  arts.  Coinage  series  using  the  early 
Nagari  script  include  those  of  the  Rajput  dynasties  of  the  Gangetic 
basin,  Kashmir,  Gujarat,  Ohinda  and  the  succeeding  Sultanates  of 
Delhi  and  Bengal. 

Throughout  this  long  period,  Nagari,  as  the  direct  successor  of  Brahmi, 
was  the  orthodox  means  of  expressing  Sanskrit  in  written  form.  While 
Sanskrit  had  long  since  ceased  to  be  a "living"  language,  it  remained 
the  language  of  sacred  writings  and  courtly  literature.  In  this  it  ful- 
filled a role  not  unlike  that  of  Latin  in  contemporary  medieval  Europe. 
Thus  while  the  Dravidian  cultures  of  South  India  developed  independent 
writing  systems,  due  to  its  great  prestige  aB  the  "proper"  script  for 
Sanskrit  legends,  Dev-Nagari  often  appeared  on  the  coins  of  South 
Indian  kingdoms.  The  phenomenon  of  formal  coinage  inscriptions  not 
readily  decipherable  or  understood  by  indigenous  populations  is  well 
known  to  numismatists.  One  has  only  to  think  of  the  survival  of  Latin 
legends  on  modern  world  coins  to  appreciate  this. 

The  boundary-line  between  medieval  and  modern  Nagari  is  rather  arbi- 
trarily drawn.  The  rule  of  convenience  which  has  been  followed  in  this 
work  is  to  distinguish  on  the  basis  of  style.  The  earlier  letters  (or 
aksharas  as  they  are  known  to  Indians)  are  capped  by  serifs  which  vary 
from  small  "ticks"  similar  to  this  typeface,  to  longer  strokes.  The 
individual  letters  however  are  still  separate;  when  they  join  together 
as  on  the  coins  of  Mewar  ard  Vijayanagar,  they  have  been  excluded  as 
modern.  Where  the  earlier  style  has  been  conservatively  retained  by  a 
later  dynasty,  such  as  Kangra,  the  coins  have  been  included  here. 
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The  Script 


( Conventional 
L Roman  Equivalent 

> Vardhana 
>•  Chandella 

■ Other  Rajputs 

>•  Pultans 
Fouth  India 

■ Kashmir  & Kangra 

[■  Conventional 
[ Roman  Equivalent 

> Vardhana 

> Chandella 

- Other  Rajputs 

>-  Sultans 
• South  India 

[ Kashmir  & Kangra 

a 

5 

ta 

z ^ zz  z 

a 

tha 

5 

i 

• » •» 

oo 

NO 

da 

3 ? ^ 5 

i 

f ^ 

dha 

8 

u 

3 >J3 

na 

(?o  (ji  W m iZi 

m 

u 

ta 

3 

r 

tha 

1 

da 

z 3 e;3izi  ? ^ 

e 

CQ 

dha 

Q 

ai 

na 

0 

c3<3 

pa 

q.  iiqqq.  ^ 

M 

au 

pha  ^ 

am 

• • • 

ba 

^ ^ ^ 

ah 

• o 

• e 

bha 

ka 

ma 

kha 

ya 

ga 

?1 

ra 

I 1 ^ t-i 

gha 

ra 

la 

^ c5oI(>Tr\I 

ha 

Xr 

va 

^ q 6Z 

ca 

sa 

^ f\ 

cha 

sa 

ii  q S(.3|.X 

ja 

^ Si 

i7i  e 

sa 

g\  ^<1 

jha 

Y 

ha 

^ 3:5,1b'!. 

ha 

ksa 

3151 

The  reader  may  wish  to  refer  to  the  phonetic  notes  in  Part  I of  this 
series  (NIB  Vol.  10,  No. 9)  to  become  familiar  with  the  peculiarities 
of  the  Indian  alphabet.  The  consonants  in  the  table  above  have  an 
inherent  "a"  sound.  Thus  the  character  ^ for  example  stands  for  "pa" 
and  not  for  "p".  The  characters  "sa"  and  "?a"  both  represent  the  sound 
"sha"  as  in  shut.  The  character  "ca"  represents  the  English  "cha"  as 
in  chuck,  "cha"  is  "ca"  with  an  added  "h"  aspiration  following. 

The  inherent  vowel  between  consonants  was  dropped  by  formii^  a conjunct 
letter.  Common  examples  are  (sa  ya),  (ta  ya)  , ^ (pa  ra)  , 

(sa  ra)  ; but  ^ (sya) , ^ (tya),  (pra)  and  ^ (sra) . 
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Most  other  consonants  lost  the  medial  vowel  simply  by  stacking  the 
letters.  For  example  sva) , (tta)  , ^ ( jna)  , (ddha) , ^ (ccha) . 


The  vowel  forms  given  in  the  table  above  are  for  initial  vowels  only, 
i.e.  those  standing  at  the  start  of  a word  or  phrase.  As  in  Brahmi, 
medial  vowels  other  than  "a"  were  indicated  by  modifying  the  consonant 
by  various  strokes.  These  were  subject  to  considerable  stylistic 
variation  between  coin  series  of  different  dynasties  and  over  time. 


a 

r 

u 

a 

a 

RI 

ha 

ra 

pa 

ma 

bhu 

du 

nu 

bhu 

ko 

mo 

CO 

lo 

< 

O 

r 

1 

¥ 

t 

ri 

bi 

li 

si 

sr 

vr 

pr 

sau 

rau 

nau 

bhau 

1 

r 

e 

R 

• 

am 

c^; 

sri 

srI 

tx 

n 

ge 

me 

de 

de 

gam 

Sim 

u 

iT 

ai 

\ 

ah  m 

pu 

du 

ku 

ru 

tai 

trai 

bhai 

ttrai 

vah 

jah 

Like  Brahmi,  the  Nagari  script  was  written  left  to  right,  top  to  bottom. 


Guide-List  of  Names  Found  in  Dev-Nagari  Coin  Legends 

Names  in  Nagari  were  generally  written  in  the  nominative,  as  in  English, 
so  the  problem  of  case-endings  may  be  safely  ignored.  As  in  Part  II  of 
this  article,  coin  legends  have  been  recorded  from  photographs  and 
illustrations.  Where  these  were  not  available,  or  the  legend  is  a con- 
jectural reconstruction,  the  uncertain  portions  are  bracketed  (so) . 

1 . Hepthalites  or  White  Huns 

Strictly  speaking,  the  Hepthalite  invaders  used  a crude  form  of  Brahmi 
on  their  coins.  However,  as  they  are  so  closely  associated  with  the 
long  series  of  Kashmir  coins  made  in  imitation,  the  series  is  treated 
here  for  convenience'  sake. 


Harsa  H T-T\ 

sa  ha  (backwards) 

Sahl  Tigin 

ir rtnfn  Pn  Fi 

sa  hi  ti  gi  na 

Jabula  lo  E 

sa  hi  ja  bu  la 

Sahvaditya 

u 1 I-  Aj 

sa  hva  da  tya 

Lakhana  (Udayaditya) 

la  (kha)  na  u da  ya  di  tya 

Toramana 

^ T 

o J 

to  ra 

Mihr  Gol  ^ ^ T | 'J 

(Mihirkula)  mi  hi  ra  ku  la 

Trailoka 

T)  + 

tra  lo  ka 

Narendra  XT  ^ 

Vasu  Deva 

<T  y 3 

va  su  de  vah 

na  ra  ndra 

2.  Kashmir  (Hepthalites,  Nagas, 

Utpalas  and  Lohaxas) 

Abhimanya  Gupta  Oi  a Tl, 

a bhi  ma  gu  pta 


Aditya  Varma  JT(fc) 
a (di) 
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Nambi 


Ananta  3JT  5 


T Pq  ? 


a na  nta 

na  mbi  ha  ka 

Avanti  Deva  3^  ^ 5 

Nandi  Gupta  'T 

a va  ti 

na  ndi  gu  pta 

Bhima  Gupta  ^ 

Narendraxiitya  HT 

bhi  ma  gu  pta 

na  re 

Cakra  Varma  ^ ^ 

Paramana  ^ T XI 

ca  va  mma 

pa  ra  ma 

\ 

Didda  Ksema  Gupta  ^ ^ "fi 

Partha  Varma  "M"  "B" 

di  kse  ma  gu  pta 

pa  tha 

pa  tha 

Didda  Rani 

Paxwa  Gupta  ^ ^ 

di  dda 

pa  wa  gu  pta 

Durlabha  ^ ^ 

Pratapadeva  H "5 

du  la  bha 

pra  ta  pa 

Gopala  Varma  3J  ^ ^ 

Pratapaditya  "B  A 

go  pa  la  va  mma 

pra  ta  pa 

Gokarna  A 4- 

Pravarasena  Xl  3 X 

ga  ka 

pra  va  ra 

Gulhana  ^ T 

Raja  Deva  ’n]’ 

gu  Ih^na 

ra  ja 

Harsa  ^ ^ 

Salla  ^ 

ha  rsa 

sa  11a 

Jciga  Deva  ^ ^ 

Sahgrajma  3^  :£] 

ja  ga  de  va 

sa  figra  ma 

Java  Deva  ^ ^ ( ) 

Sankara  Varma 

ja  va  de  (va) 

sa  hka  va  mma 

Jaya  Simha  Deva  I ^ ^ 

Sugandha  Rani  M ^ 

ja  ya  si  ha 

su  ga  ndha 

Jaya  Simha  Deva  II  ^ ^ 5 

Sussala  M ^ 

vi  ja  ya  su  ta 

su  ssa  la 

Jayapira 

Toramana  7\  T If' 

ja 

to  ra  ma 

Jaya  Siratna  Deva 

T 5 o ^ 

ja  ya  si  ra  ta  de  va 
Kalasa  ^ niT  ^ 


Tribhuvana  Gupta 

Ucchala  v3 

u ca  la 


^ ^ 3 u 

tri  bhu  va  gu  pa 


ka  la  sa 

Khingila  0 ^ ^ A ^ 
sa  hi  khi  ngi  la 

Ksema  Gupta  ^ ^ ^ 
ksa  ma  gu 


Unmatti  Varma  V5 
u 

Vigraha  (Vii^ramsadeva)  ^ 

vi  gra 
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Vinayaditya 


q-iJ 

vi  na  ya 


Yasovarman  cu  PI  cr 
ya  so  va 


Yasaskara  J 

ya  ska  ra 

3.  Pal  as  of  Benpial 

Deva  Pala  ^ A\ 

sri  ma  nde  va  pa  la  ha  rsa  va 


4.  Rajput  Dynasties 

a)  Gahamanas  ("Ghauhans")  of 
Sakambari 

Ajayaraja  ^ ^ ^ 3 


c)  Gaulukyas  (Solankis)  of  Anahila- 
Pataka  (Anhllwada)  in  Gujairat 


srI  a ja  ya  de  va 


Ajayapala  3|  v?i^  jq  [2,  a 
sri  a ja  ya  pa  la  de  va 

Prthviraja  1 n JT  R ? Jayasimha  Siddharaja(^  ^ v?)  ° 

sri  pr  thvi  ra  ja  de  va  --- 

Somesvara  Deva 


si  ddha  ra  jah 
sri  ma  ja  ya  si  ha  pri  ya 


so  me 

b)  Gandratrayas  ("Ghandellas")  of 
Jejabhukti  or  Mahoba 

Jaya  Varma  Deva 

a a a 

sri  ma  (jja  ya  va)  ma 
Kirti  Varma  Deva 

a ( ) a ( ) q w ^ ? 

§rl  ma  tk(i)  tt(i)  va  mma  de  va 
Madana  Varma  Deva 

Sri  ma  ma  da  na  va  ma  de  va 
Paramardi  Deva 

SRa  'P,  \6l  K (R.^) 

sri  ma  tpa  ra  ma  ddi  (de  va) 
Prthvi  Varma  Deva 

(Sri)  ma  tpr  (thvi)  va  ma 


KiUT^a  Palji  Deva 

§rl  ma  tku  ma  ra  p§,  la  de  va 
Mahl  Pala  Deva 

Sri  ma  ma  hi  pa  la 

^ in 

Sri  ma  nma  hi  pa  la 

Pratapamalla 

Sri  ma  tpra  ta  pa  ma  11a  de  va 

d)  Gahadavalas  (Gaharwars)  of 
Kanyakubja  (Kajiauj) 

Govinda  Gandra  _ 

(ona  in  ^ 5 (R  i) 

(sr)i  ma  dgo  vim  da  cam  dra  (de  va) 

Madana  Pala  Deva  "qi  R ^ 

ma  da  na  pa  la  de  va 

e)  Guhilatas  (Gehlotas)  of  Mewar 


Sallaksana  Vaxma  Deva 

Bappa  Rawal 

Sri  ma  tsa  11a  ksa  na  va  mma  de  va  Sri  vo  ppa  ra  ja 


I f 


Trailokya  Vanna  Deva  Bhartrpatta  bha  ^ -B  J 

, _ sri  bha  tra 

(s)ri  ma  ttrai  lo  ka  va  mma  de  va  ^ d 


VIra  Varma  Deva  o.  Bhoja  sri 

bho>^ 

SrI  ma  dvi  ra  va  mma  hi  ra  de  va 
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f)  Jajapellas  of  Narwar 


i)  Paramaras  of  Malwa 


Asalia  Deva  ( a a ) (g ) Naravarman 

(sri  ma  ta)  sa  la  de  (va)  £rl  ma  nna  ra  va  mma  de  (va) 


Cahada  Deva 

( ) ^ ( ) \ ^ 

(^ri)  ma  (ccha)  ha  da  de  va 


Udayadeva  ^ ^ ?3  ^ ^ Q. 

sri  ma  du  da  ya  de  va 


g)  Kacchapaighatas  ("Kachhwahas") 
of  Narwar 


j)  Pratiharas  of  Kanauj 


i 


Bhoja  Deva 


tS} 


Vira  Simha  Deva 

sri  ma  (dvi  ra)  sim  ha  de  va 


sri  ma  da  di  va  ra  ha 


Malaya  Varma 

( ) 51  (R ) ^ ^ ^ 

(sri)  ma  (la)  ya  va  mma  de  va 

h)  Kalacuris  (Haihayas)  of  Tummana 

(Ratnapuri  or  East  Ghedi)  and  VinayaJcapala  crl)  Zj  ^ ^ ( ) 

Dahala  (Tripuri  or  West  Ghedi)  vi  na  ya  ka  pa  la  de  (va) 


Gangayadeva 
Jajalla  Deva 


-51  a a .15  q R 

6ri  ma  dga  hge  ya  de 


ifi-a  ^ 

^ri  ma  jja  ja  11a  de  va 


k)  Tomarai^  of  Indraprastha  (Delhi) 

Ananga  Pala  ^ 

sri  am  nga  (sic) 


Prthvideva  3(\ SI  ^ R 

^ri  ma  tpr  thvi  de  va 


Sallaksana  Pala 

(^  ^ 2\  ( ) 'Ti  R ( ) 

(sri)sa  11a  ksa  (na)  pa  la  de  (va) 


Ratnadeva  <5^  3.  R ^ 

sri  ma  dra  tna  de  va 


l)  Uncertain 


Samala  Deva 

§ri  sa  ma  la  de  va 


5 . Ohinda 
Bhlmadeva 


bhi  ma  de  va 


Sajnantadeva  ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

sa  ma  nta  de  va 


Khajnarayaka  (?)  ra  ^ q t 
kha  ma  ra  ya  ka 


Spalapatideva  w.  olM  f>?  z.  t( 
spa  la  pa  ti  de  va 


Kumara  Deva  ^3-17 
ka  ma  ra 


Venka  Deva  ^ ^ ^ ^ 

ve  nka  de  va 


South  India 


a)  Golas 
Rajadhiraja  I JT  3\T  A)  TT  3\ 


(Rajendra:  various  epithets  & titles) 


ra  ja  dhi  ra  ja 

Raja  Raja  I TI  S'  ^ 
ra  ja  ra  ja 


Rajendra  T1  I?i  ? 

ra  je  ndrah 


(Gangaikradacolan) 

r\  m r3^  m or: 

ga(ih)  gai  ko  nda  co  lah 

\5  3 5.  • 

(Uttama  Gola)  u tta  ma  co  lah 

^ ^ 5L 

(Yuddha  Malla)  yu  ddha  ma  la 


( 
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b)  Kakatiyas  or  Gajapatis  of  Orissa  e)  Temple  of  Omkara  Mandhata 

of)  3c]tI^ 

Prataparudra 

pra  ta  pa  ru  dra  de  va 


c)  Kadambas  of  Goa 
Jayaikesin  I 

ma  le  ge  bhai  ra  va 

Sivacitta  Permadi  Rl  q fej  ^ 

si  va  ci  tta 

d)  Pandyas 

Maravarman  Sundara  Pandya  II 

a ^ ^ 

^ri  pS  fida  va  na  ra  pa 


§rl  om  ka  ra 
f)  Yadavas  of  Devagiri 


Krsna  ^ 'I 

ka  nha  ra 


Mahadeva 


ma  ha  de  va 


7.  Lanka  (Ceylon) 


Rama  Gandra 

sri  ra  ma 

Simghana  fD  P3 

si  gha  na 

Yadava  Bhillam  V FR  m ^ ^ 
bhi  11a  ma  de  va 


BhuvS,  Naika  Bahu 


>5  31  f(l  cTi  ffl  2^  Mayatraya  Malla  31  2D  31  ^ 


bhu  v5  nai  ka  va  hu 


Coda  Ganga  Deva  2 >n  -H  ^2  3 
CO  da  ga  ga  de  va 

Dhaxmasoka  Deva  ^ Parakrama  Bahu  2H  -TI  ^ 31  <P  21 


ma  ya  tra  ya  ma  11a 

Nissanka  Malla  ^ IfR  ^ 

(Kalihga  Lakavara)  ka  li  ga  la  ki 


Lankesvara 


dha  mma  lo  ka  de  va 
la  ke  ^va  ra 


pa  ra  kra  ma  va  hu 

Sahasa  Malla  ^ S 51  5^  ^ 

^ri  ma  tsa  ha  sa  ma  11a 

Vi  jaya  Bahu  Ji.  21  «T1  ^ 

vi  ja  ya  va  hu 


LIlavatT  TI  5^  ^ <31  ^ rO 
ra  ja  li  la  va  tl 

8.  Muslim  Dynasties 

a)  Ghaznavids , Ghorids , etc . 

Mahmud  of  Ghazni  (His  Lahore  issues  of  dirhams  were  bilingual,  with 
the  Khalima  rendered  in  Sanskrit.  See  the  glossary  section  following.) 


Nasir-ud-din  Qubacha 

sri  ku  ba  ca  ha  su  ri  tani 

Jalal-ud-din  Mankbarni 

^ (PI)  fl  -U'  3T  (^) 

ja  la  la  da  (na)  ma  ha  ma  (da) 

b)  Sultans  of  Bengal 
Daud  Shah  Kaxarani 

E13  E ?n  it 

^rl  da  u da  €a  hi 


Salf-ud-din  Al--hasan  Qarlagh 

Oi  f7  rn  ^ 

ha  sa  na  ka  ra  la  ka 

Nasir-ud-din  Muhajnmad  Qarlagh 

ai  ( )ai  3^  ^ ^ 3^ 

ma  (ha)  ma  da  ka  ra  lu  ka 


Ghiyas-ud-din  Bahadur  II 

^ -g-  F y T F ^ 

^ri  ba  hi.  da  ra  sa  hT 


15 


c)  Sultans  of  Delhi 


Ala-ud-din  Mas  * aud 

^ frD 

SI  a la  di  na 

^20/31^^^  -g  7 7n  m 

srT  a la  va  di  su  ri  ta  na 


Mubariz-ud-din  Muhanunad  'Adil 

^ 3T 

sri  ma  ha  ma  da  sa  ha 

^ 

sri  su  Ita  na  ma  ha 


Ala-ud-din  Muhammad 

fS\'.  ^ nTl 

srih  su  la  ta  a la  va  di 

Farid-ud-din  Sher  Shah 

^ ^ T 

^ri  se  ra  sa  hi 


Ghiyas-ud-din  Balban 

rn  ^ sn 

srih  su  la  ta  ga  ya  su  di 

Ghiyas-ud-din  Tughluq 

'H,  rr»  ?n  31  Sn  ^ ^ 

srih  su  la  ta  ga  yl.  su  di 

Jalal-ud-din  Firoz  ^ 

Srih  su  la  ta  ja  la  lu  di 

Jalal-ud-din  Islam  Shah 

oTTT  ^ ^ 

Sri  i sa  la  ma  sa  ha 


Muhammad  bin  Sam 

^5\ 

sri  ma  ha  ml  ra  ma  ha  ma  (da)  sa  ma 
sri  ma  ha  ma  da  bi  ni  sa  ma 
Mu'izz-ud-din  Bahram 

5>?551 

mu  a ja  di 

Mu'izz-ud-din  Kaiqubad 


sri  su  la  ta(na)mu  i ju  di 


Rukn-ud-din  Firoz 

t^\  3,  ^ m R 

sri  ru  ka  na  di  na 
Shams-ud-din  Iltutmish 

HAV  A ?^^0h 

(s)ri  ^ la  ta  li  ti  ti  mi 

^QrOm 

su  ri  ta  na  sri  sa  ma  sa  di  (na) 

2,  5^'  (T  ^ ^ T ^ 

mu  stam  si  ri  a mi  ra  li  mau  mi  ncun 


9.  Kangra 

Apurvya  Gandra  HS  i Jt  51  a Karma  Gandra  ^ 

a pu  wa  ca  dra  de  va  ka  rma 

Avatara  Gandra  3^  ^ 5 J ( ) ^ ^ Megha  Gandra  ^ ( ) ^ "S'!  ^ 


a va  ta  ra  (ca)  dra  de 

Dharma  Gandra  and  Durga  Devi 

Qll*. 

dha  rma  cam  dra  dva  rga  de  vi 

Gambhira  Gandra  IT  ( ) J 

ga  (mbhi)  ra 

Guna  Gandra  ^ ^ ( ) ^ 3^  ^ 

gu  na  (ca)  dra  de  va 


Hari  Gandra 


5-  («K)  ^ -q 

ha  ri  (ca)  dra  de  va 


Kapa  Gandra  a 

ka  pa  caih  dra 


me  gha  (ca)  dra  de  va 

Narendra  Gandra  ^ ? ?i  ( ) a 

na  re  dra  (ca)  dra 

Prthvi  Gandra  Ml  ^ M 3^  3s 
pi  tha  ma  ca  da 

Rama  Gandra  ^ 3^  ( ) 3y  q 

ra  ma  (ca)  dra  de  va 

Rupa  Gandra  q 
ru  pa 

Sainsara  Gandra  3T  33  T ^ ^ 
saA  sa  ra  ca  dra 

Simgaxa  Gandra  r=H  n'  1 5»  5b 

sim  ga  ra  ca  mdra 
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Suvira  Gandra  ^51  (5J) 
su  vi  (ca) 


Triloka  Gandra 


I ( } M 

trai  lo  ka  (ca)  dra 


Locating  Names  on  the  Goins 

On  most  of  the  coins  covered  in  this  article,  following  the  legend  is 
fairly  straightforward.  The  major  difficulty  encountered  is  the  constant 
bugbear  of  Indian  coinages  in  general,  namely  incomplete  legends  due 
to  use  of  dies  too  large  for  the  flans.  The  few  instances  where  other 
problems  may  arise,  follow. 


Kashmir.  AE. 

Jaya  Siratna  Deva. 

(l)sri  (2)ja. 
(3)ya  (4)si 


(5)ra  (6)ta 
(7)de  (8)va 


The  legends  of  these 
coins  are  generally 
split  by  the  godess ' 
figure,  and  often 
continue  on  the  other 
face  of  the  coin. 


Ghauhans.  Bil. 
Somes vara  Deva. 


The  bull  and  horse- 
man coins  almost 
always  have  the 
name  Samanta  Deva 
above  the  bull. 

The  issuer's  name 
is  above  the  horse. 


Glossary  of  Gommon  or  Interesting  Titles  and  Phrases 


avyaktameka  muhammada 
avatara  nrpati 
mahamuda 


gamgaikondacolah 


The  one,  the  invisible. 

Muhammad  the  manifest  [of  God]  . 
King  Mahmud.  (8a) 

The  Ghola  who  conquered  the 
Ganges.  (6a) 


jayatu  vrsna 

mustamsiri  amir- 
ali  mauminam 


Victory  to  the  bull,  (l) 

Transliteration  of  Arabic  "al 
mustansir  amir-ul  momnin"  = 
The  caliph  Al -Mustansir . (8c) 


al  ^ 


sail pa 
srI 


Translit.  of  khalifa  = caliph 

(8c) 

lord 


6rl  hitivi  airana  cha  The  fortunate  sovereign  of  India 
parame^vara  devanarita  and  Persia,  son  of  heaven,  (l) 


srI  lankesvara 
srimat 

srlmadadivaraha 


Lord  of  Geylon  (6a) 

A title  which,  by  the  rules 
of  Sanskrit  grammar,  often 
elides  with  the  first  letter 
of  the  name  following.  (4) 

The  fortunate  primeval  boar. 
A Visnalvite  title.  (8a) 


srlmad 


vikrama  kakatiya 


(uncertain)  Kakatiya  title  (6b) 


17 


Sri  p^duva  narapa 


King  of  the  Pandyas.  (6d) 
sultan  (8c) 

The  superior  Ghola.  (6a) 
Engager  in  battle.  (6a) 


suluta,  surita 

\E)3S.Rnjir*  uttamacolal) 

yuddhamalla 


Bibliography  to  Part  III 

The  single  best  work  on  the  medieval  Indian  scripts,  with  extensive 
charts  covering  the  evolutionary  changes  over  space  and  time  of  the 
letterforms,  may  be  ordered  directly  from  the  Madras  Government  Museum; 

Sivaramamurti,  G.  Bulletin  of  the  Madras  Government  Museum.  No.  4. 

Indian  Epigraphy  and  South  Indian  Scripts.  Government  of  Mad.ras, 
196^  (reprint). 

Although  some  books  on  these  coinage  series  are  currently  available, 
they  are  very  dated.  A good  percentage  of  the  medieval  coin  types  have 
come  to  notice  in  the  last  half  century,  and  may  be  found  in  the 
Journal  of  the  Numismatic  Society  of  India,  the  Indian  Numismatic 
Ghronicle,  and  the  Numismatic  Supplement  of  the  Journal  of  the  Asiatic 
Society  of  Bengal.  For  those  who  wish  to  enlarge  their  library,  try: 

Gunningham,  Sir  A.  Goins  of  Medieval  India.  Oriental  Books  Reprint  Gorp. 
New  Delhi,  196?  (reprint) . 

Smith,  V.A.  Goins  of  Ancient  India.  Gatalogue  of  the  Goins  in  the 

Indian  Museum,  Galcutta.  Vol.  I.  Indological  Book  House,  Delhi, 
1972  (reprint). 

(Editor:  This  concludes  John  S.  Deyell's  series  of  the  ancient  Ind- 

ian scripts  and  he  is  presently  working  on  a new  series  to  cover  the 
medieval  and  modern  scripts.  He  has  asked  that  the  membership  be 
consulted  as  to  what  coinage  series  and  what  scripts  in  particular 
you  would  like  to  see  covered.  As  there  are  just  too  many  to  cover 
without  making  the  project  last  for  years,  the  response  from  the  mem- 
bership will  be  the  author's  guideline  for  the  second  series  to  be 
published  later  this  year.  Please  send  your  comments  direct  to  me.) 


AN  ATJEH  COIN  REDISCOVERED? 

by  Peter  Kraneveld,  Purmerend,  The  Netherlands,  NI  #1131 

For  me  the  lore  of  coin  collecting  is  in  the  quest  for  truth.  Years 
ago  I bought  a coin  with  Arabic  inscriptions  unidentified  by  the 
dealer.  After  going  over  the  standard  references  without  result  I 
consulted  the  Institute  for  the  Modern  Middle  East  of  the  University 
of  Amsterdam,  the  Tropical  Museum  and  some  Moroccan  "gastarbeiter" 
but  all  in  vain. 

Only  a few  months  ago  I collected  material  on  "cock"  duits  and  rou- 
tinely checked  the  University  Library  Catalog  for  references.  I 
found  the  Institute  for  South-East  Asian  Archeology  had  Pridmore  so 
I went  there  to  borrow  the  book.  Next  to  this  work  beyond  all  praise 
I noticed  a book  called  "De  Munten  van  Nederlandsch  Indie,  beschreven 
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en  afgebeeld"  (The  Coins  of  the  Netherlands  East  Indies,  described 
Eind  illustrated)  by  E.  Netscher  and  J.  A.  van  der  Chijs,  edited  by 
the  "Batavlaasche  Genootschap  van  Kunsten  en  Wetenschappen",  Ba- 
tavia (now  Djakarta)  l863o  Although  without  hope  of  finding  new 
material,  I took  the  book  along.  In  the  preface  the  writers  apolo- 
gize for  the  plates,  because  they  were  made  in  Batavia  and  not  quite 
up  to  their  standards.  As  far  as  I am  concerned  the  plates  were 
clear  enough  though,  for  as  soon  as  I had  seen  plate  XXII  I knew  a 
puzzle  had  been  solved.  There  was  my  coin  (nr.  l88)  described  as  a 
tin  pities  of  Atjeh. 


Atjeh  was  an  Islamic 
kingdom  in  north  Su- 
matra. Its  power  had 
gone  up  and  down  with 
its  grip  on  the  pepper 
trade  so  after  the 
British  got  hold  of 
Penang  (1769)  it  de- 
clined fast  in  import- 
ance. In  1824  the 

D’utch  traded  their  positions  on  the  Malay  mainland  for  a free  hand 
on  the  islands  by  the  London  Agreement,  but  it  was  stipulated  that 
no  attempt  would  be  made  to  end  Atjeh 's  independence.  Apparently 
the  kingdom  was  thought  of  as  a buffer  zone  between  British  and 
Dutch  spheres  of  influence.  The  tin  coins  were  struck  in  this 
period.  In  I871,  by  the  Sumatra  Agreement,  the  British  no  longer 
objected  to  Dutch  rule  in  Atjeh,  now  tom  by  civil  war  and  probably 
also  a refuge  for  pirates.  From  l874  to  1898  the  Dutch  could  only 
hold  the  cities  of  Atjeh  and  Kota  Radjah  while  guerrillas  controlled 
the  rest  of  the  land.  From  1898  to  1904  the  old  kingdom  was  large- 
ly pacified  by  military  governor  Van  Heutz  in  a very  cruel  and  bloody 
way.  Individual  resistance  continued  against  all  occupying  powers, 
Dutch,  Japanese  or  Indonesian. 


Beside  tin  coins  the  Sultans  of  Atjeh  struck  gold  Mace.  These  will 
not  be  described.  I will  quote  the  description  of  the  tin  coins 
from  the  book:  "Of  the  tin  coins  of  Atjeh  there  are  two  types  known. 

One  (nr.  187)  is  badly  struck  and  rounded.  Only  through  comparison 
of  several  copies  can  one  read:  bandar  Atjeh  dar  (al  salam?)  e.i. 
the  city  of  Atjeh,  residence  (of  peace?)  and  on  the  reverse  sanah 
6521  (year  1256=1840AD) . The  other  type  (nr.  188)  is  well  struck. 
Obverse:  bandar  Atjeh  dar  al  salam  ....  The  Reverse  shows  three 
large  characters,  of  which  we  do  not  know  the  significance  and  the 
date  1260  (=1844AD).  Both  sides  have  a pearl  border.  These  coins 
belong  to  the  so-called  kasja's  (cash  P.K.)  or  pii:jes,  this  last 
word  is  a degeneration  of  the  Malay  word  pities." 

"'>7 

) 

n V 

Going  through  my  references  again  I found  no  listing  for  my  coin  in 
Craig  or  Krause  & Mishler.  The  coin  listed  in  Craig  as  nr.  10  is 
not  mentioned  in  the  book.  Could  O."*  have  been  misread 
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CONTENTS  OF  THE  NI  REFERENCE  COLLECTION  (Continued  from  last  month); 


Only  coins  grading  Fine  or  better  are  being  listed  in  this  continu- 
ing inventory  of  the  NI  Reference  Collection.  Members  are  invited 
to  donate  any  issues  not  listed.  Members  desiring  to  borrow  coins 
from  the  collector  for  research  purposes  or  non-competitive  displays 
may  do  so  by  paying  postage  and  insurance  both  ways. 

(Note:  The  best  specimen  of  each  issue  and  variety  received  is  re- 

tained for  the  collection^  while  duplicates  will  be  sold  or  put  to 
other  uses  to  offset  the  expenses  of  maintaining  the  collection.) 

ISRAEL: 

Palestine:  YI-I927,  19^4,  1946;  Y2  - 194l;  Y3a  - 1942. 

Israel:  Y2  -I949V//P;  Y3  - I949WO/P;  Y4  Complete;  Y5  - 1952;  Y6  - 

1949W/P;  Y7  - 1954;  y8  - 1949W0/P;  Y9  - 1954;  YIO  - 1949; 
Y12  - I949WO/P;  Y22  - I960,  1964,  I96T.  1968,  1969;  Y24  - 
1961,  I97I;  Y25  - i960,  1970,  I97I;  Y26  - 1968;  Y36  - 
1963;  y46  - 1967,  1970. 

ITALIAN  STATES: 

Parma:  C26  - 1815. 

ITALY:  Y6  - l867M;  y8  - 186IM;  YI5  - 1863M;  Y22  - 1899;  Y25  - I894R; 

Y26  - 1895R;  Y28  - 1887M;  Y29  - i884R;  Y36  - 1908;  Y37  - 
1903;  Y38  - 1907;  y43  - 1914;  y44  - 191I;  y45  - 1913;  y47  - 
1909  thru  1914,  1920  thru  1922;  Y57  - 1911;  Y61  - 1919)  1922, 
1924,  1925;  Y62  - 1920,  1923,  1929;  Y63  - I918PE,  I9I9PE; 
y64  - 1925;  Y64a  - 1921;  y65  - 1922,  1923,  1924,  1928;  y66  - 
1923,  1924;  y67  - 1927;  Y77  - 1939;  Y77a  - 1940;  Y78a  - 1940, 
I94I;  Y79a  - Complete  except  for  1939XVII;  Y80a  - 1939XVII, 
1940  Non-Magnetic,  1940  Magnetic,  1941;  Y82a  - 1940  Non-Mag.; 

Y95  - 1949;  Y96  - 1948;  Y97  - 1949^  1950;  Y98  - 1949;  Y99  - 

1954,  1956;  YlOO  - 1954;  YlOl  - 1951  thru  1955^  1969;  Y102  - 

1951  thru  1956,  1969;  YA102  - 1957,  1958;  YA102a  - 1972; 

YI03  - 1954,  1955,  1956,  1959,  1961,  1962,  1963,  1967,  1968; 

Y104  - 1956  thru  i960,  1962  thru  I966;  YIO5  - 1959;  YIO9  - 

1974. 

JAMAICA:  Y12  - 1920;  YI6  - 1947;  YI8  - 1938,  1940,  1942;  YI9  - 1950; 

Y20  - 1952;  Y21  - I95O;  Y22  - I958,  I96I;  Y24  - 1964,  I966; 

Y25  - 1964,  1967;  Y30  - 1969;  Y31  - 1969. 

JAPAN:  Mon  (1624-43);  Y16  - 8,  20;  Y17  - l4;  YI8  - 15;  YI9  - 23; 

Y21  - 31;  Y23  - 33;  Y30  - 43;  Y36  - 6;  y4i  - 8;  y42  - ll; 

y44  - Complete;  y45  - 9.  10,  11,  15;  y46  - 15;  y47,  6,  7,  10; 

y48  - 7;  y49  - 2 thru  6;  Y53  - H;  Y54  - 9;  Y55  - 13;  Y56  - 

13;  Y57  - 15;  Y58  - l4;  Y59  - 16;  Y60  - 15,  16;  Y60a  - 17; 

Y61  - 15,  16;  Y6la  - 17,  18;  Y62  - 19;  Y64  - 19;  Y65  - 20; 

Y67  - 21;  Y68  - 20,  21;  Y69  -22;  Y70  - 23,  25;  TJ2,  25,  26, 

28;  Y72a  - 37,  39,  40,  43;  Y73  - 26,  27,  29,  33;  Y73&  - 35, 

37,  38,  39,  40  Thin  Flan,  40  Thick  Flan,  4l,  42,  43;  Y74  - 

30  thru  34,  36,  39,  40,  4i;  775  - 31,  33;  Y76  - 36,  Y77  - 33; 

Y78  - 40;  y8i  - 42,  43;  Y82  - 42,  43;  Y83  - 45. 

JERSEY:  Y7  - l877H;  Y8  - I877H,  1888;  YIO  - I909;  Y12  - I9II;  YI8  - 

1937;  YI9  - 1945;  Y20  - 1945;  Y21  Complete;  Y22  - 1957; 

Y23  - I960;  Y24  - 1964;  Y25  - 1966;  Y26  - 1966;  Y27  - 1966; 

Y28  - 1971;  Y29  - 1971;  Y30  - 1971. 

(To  be  continued) 
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MORE  “RAIZ” 
COPPER  DUMPS 

by  Richard  K.  Bright,  Robesonia,  Pa.,  NI  #l49 


The  January  1976  issue  of  the  M Bulletin  contained  an  article  in 
which  I described  and  illustrated  a group  of  Indian  copper  dumps  in 
the  name  of  Shah  Alam  II  which  had  in  common  on  the  reverse  die  the 
Persian  word  "Raiz"  in  a group  of  circles.  Some  of  the  types  were 
minted  at  Mulhamagar  in  Indore  and  at  Rat  lam.  Others,  some  in  imi- 
tation of  the  Ratlam  type  and  others  with  a wide  variety  of  obverse 
symbols,  were  struck  at  an  unknown  mint  or  mints.  The  lot  described 
contained  60  pieces. 

Recently  I have  had  the  opportunity  to  examine  two  more  lots  of 
"Raiz"  coppers.  One  lot  contained  4l  pieces  and  the  other  l8.  I 
have  been  told  that  all  three  groups  of  coins  came  from  the  same 
source  in  India. 

The  coins  with  legible  obverse  legends,  except  for  two,  read  in 
Persian  "Sikka  mubarak  falus  badshah  Shah  Alam".  The  two  exceptions 
have  the  legend  "Sikka  mubarak  badshah  ghazi  Shah  Alam",  the  usual 
Inscription  for  silver  coins. 

Some  of  the  types  listed  (types  17a,  29^  30;  31  a^nd  32)  are  not, 
strictly  speaking,  "Raiz"  coppers  as  the  usual  reverse  symbol  has 
been  replaced  by  something  else.  They  have  been  included,  however, 
as  they  were  in  the  same  lots  as  the  "Raiz"  coins  and  bear  a familiar 
resemblance  to  them.  Type  29  is  particularly  interesting  as  the 
legends  are  rendered  in  fine  style  and  the  square  reverse  symbol  is 
especially  unusual. 

The  coin  plated  as  #37  has  been  in  my  collection  for  several  years. 

An  authority  more  knowledgeable  than  I in  Indian  coins  could  only 
identify  it  as  possibly  being  from  an  unknown  state  in  Northwest 
India,  maybe  under  Afghan  control.  Sometime  later.  I acquired  the 
coin  plated  as  #36  and  gave  it  the  same  attribution.  On  neither  of 
my  coins  was  the  "Raiz"  legible  so  when  I received  the  first  lot  of 
"Raiz"  coppers,  I didn't  associate  my  coins  with  them.  However, 
the  coin  plated  as  #35  was  in  one  of  the  recent  lots  so  it  appears 
that  I had  a couple  of  "Raiz"  coppers  several  years  earlier  than  I 
realized.  Unfortunately,  the  coins  are  still  unidentifiable. 

In  the  following  list  coins  of  types  previously  described  by  me  are 
given  the  same  numbers  as  in  the  earlier  article  and  the  information 
for  known  dates,  size,  and  weight  will  include  coins  from  all  three 
lots . 
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1.  Mint:  Rat lam  Plate  numbers:  1-4. 

Known  dates:  1197AH/Yr.  2h,  Yr.  25;  1198AH/Yr.  26;  (119?)9AH/ 

Yr.  XX,  Yrs.  3O-3I. 

Weight:  10.2  - 14.3  gms*  Size:  I6.O  - 19*5  Mu- 

Obverse  symbols:  Two  diamonds  above  "f"  of  "falus". 

Comments:  The  die  cutting  is  neat  and  the  calligraphy  dis- 

tinctive. "Ba"  of  "badshah"  always  within  "s"  of 
"falus”. 

2.  Mint:  Unknown  Plate  number:  5* 

Known  dates:  Yrs.  25,  30^  3^- 

Weight:  7-1  - 13-9  gms.  Size:  17-5  - 21.0  mm. 

Obverse  symbols:  Various  groupings  of  dots  above  "f"  of  "falus". 

Comments:  The  die  cutting  is  mediocre  and  the  calligraphy 

debased. 

3.  Mint:  Unknown  Plate  numbers:  6-7 • 

Known  dates:  Yr.  2X. 

Weight:  6.7  - 12.0  gms.  Size:  l4.0  - 21.5  Dim. 

Obverse  symbols:  None. 

Comments:  Very  crude  imitations  of  Type  1. 

5.  Mint:  (Mulhar)nagar  Plate  numbers:  8-10. 

Known  dates:  Yr.  20  or  30- 

Weight:  5-8  ~ 6.3^  12.1  - 13-8  gms.  Size:  18.O  - 21.0  mm. 

Obverse  symbols:  Unusual  jhar  or  branch. 

6.  Mint:  (Mulhar)nagar  Plate  number:  11. 

Known  dates:  Yr.  59- 

Weight:  11.0  - I3.9  gms.  Size:  I7.O  - 22.5  mm. 

Obverse  symbols:  Diagonal  battle  axe. 

7.  Mint:  (Mulhar)nagar 

Known  dates:  Yr.  59- 

Weight:  12.2  - I3.9  gms.  Size:  18.5  - 23. 0 mm. 

Obverse  symbols:  Sunface. 

13.  Mint:  Unknown.  Plate  numbers:  12-13 . 

Known  dates:  Yrs.  25,  29- 

Weight:  7-1  - 10.1  gms.  Size:  16.5  - 19-0  mm. 

Obverse  symbols:  Vertical  scimitar. 

Comments:  Very  debased  "Raiz".  Crude  die  cutting. 

17a.  Mint:  Unknown.  Plate  numbers:  l4-15 . 

Known  dates:  Yr.  5(?)5C- 

Weight:  5.2  - 6.0  gms.  Size:  16.0  - 17-5  mm. 
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Obverse  symbols:  Appears  to  be  a crude  imitation  of  a hare  with 

a branch  for  a tail  as  found  on  Types  7 and  17. 

Comments:  The  "Raiz"  in  circles  symbol  has  degenerated  into 

three  concentric  circles,  the  outer  one  made  up  of 
dots. 


l8 . Mint : Unknown 

Known  dates:  None. 

Weight:  9*0  - 13-0  gms< 

Obverse  symbols: 


Plate  numbers:  16-19 • 


Size:  16.0  - 22.0  mm. 


Comments : 


Any  one  or  two  of  the  following:  vertical 

jhar,  star-headed  or  rosette -headed  flower, 
vertical  scimitar,  horizontal  battle  axe, 
vertical  pointed  leaf,  and  vertical  arrow 
through  circle. 

The  wide  variety  of  this  type  are  lumped  together 
because  of  the  distinctive  obverse  calligraphy  and 
the  still  unread  reverse  legend. 


22a . Mint : Unknown 

Known  dates : None 

Weight:  11.2  - 12.0  gms. 

Obverse  symbols:  Nagari  2 (l). 


Plate  number:  20. 

Size:  17.0  - I8.5  mm. 


Comments:  This  very  crude  coin  appears  to  be  the  same  or  similar 

to  type  22  which  contains  a scimitar  and  what  appears 
to  be  a Nagari  "12". 

23.  Mint:  Ratlam  (?)  Plate  number:  21 

Known  dates:  Yr.  3X. 

Weight:  13-7  gms.  Size:  I9.O  mm. 

Obverse  symbols:  None. 

Comments:  The  middle  line  of  the  obverse  legend  reads  "badshah 


ghazi"  instead  of  "falus  badshah". 

Plate  number:  22 


24.  Mint:  Unknown 

Known  dates:  None. 

Weight:  10.6  gms. 

Obverse  symbols:  A tulip-shaped  symbol 

Comments:  Same  as  Type  23- 


Size:  21.0  mm. 


Plate  number:  23 

Size:  19*0  mm. 


25*  Mint:  Unknown 

Known  dates:  Yr.  2 or  3X. 

Weight:  13-1  gms. 

Obverse  symbols:  Two  (or  more?)  dots  within  two  circles,  the 

outer  one  of  dots. 

Comments:  Good  die  cutting. 


26.  Mint:  Unknown 

Known  dates:  None. 


Plate  number:  24. 


24 
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Size:  19.O  nim. 


27. 


30. 


31. 


Weight:  7-4  gms. 

Obverse  symbols:  Horizontal  scimitar. 

Comnents:  Less  fine  style. 

Mint : Unknown 

Known  dates:  Yr.  2X. 

Weight:  8.0  - 10. 7 gms. 

Obverse  symbols:  A leafy  twig. 


Plate  number:  25. 

Size:  18.O  - 24. 0 mm. 


28. 


Mint : Unknown 

Known  dates:  Yr.  2X. 

Weight:  8.2  - 10. 5 gms. 

Obverse  symbols : A spear  and  a "plumed"  spear 

Comments:  Crude  die  cutting. 


Plate  numbers : 26-27 • 

Size:  16. 5 - 19*0  ram. 


29. 


Mint : Unknown 

Known  dates:  Yrs^  25^  28. 

Weight:  13.O  - lU.O  gms. 

ODverse  symbols : None . 


Plate  numbers:  28-29. 


Size:  I7.O  - 20. 5 ram. 


Comments:  Fine  style.  The  reverse  "Raiz"  is  replaced  with  an 

equal  armed  cross  with  pellets  in  the  comers  within 
three  concentric  squares,  the  middle  one  of  dots. 

Mint:  Unknown  Plate  numbers:  30-31* 

Known  dates:  Yr.  5X. 

Weight:  5*8  - 6.1  gms.  Size:  16-5  - 17*0  mm. 

Obverse  symbols:  A horizontal  hour  glass  like  figure. 

Comnents:  Very  crude  die  cutting.  The  "Raiz"  symbol  is  replaced 

by  three  concentric  circles,  the  outer  one  dots,  as 
on  Type  17a. 

Mint:  Unknown  Plate  number:  32. 

Known  dates : None . 

Weight:  5*0  gms.  Size:  I5.O  mm. 

Obverse  symbols:  A cmde  vertical  scimitar. 

Comments:  Very  crude  die  cutting.  The  reverse  "Raiz"  is  replac- 

ed by  a seven  dot  rosette  within  two  circles,  the 
outer  one  of  dots. 


32.  Mint:  Unknown 


Plate  number:  33' 


Size:  I6.5  mu. 


Known  dates:  None. 

Weight:  5*3  gms. 

Obverse  symbols:  A lotus  flower. 

Comments:  Very  crude  die  cutting.  The  "Raiz"  symbol  is  re- 

placed by  three  concentric  circles,  the  outer  one  of 
dots,  as  on  Types  17a  and  30. 
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33*  Mint:  Unknown  Plate  number:  3^* 

Known  dates:  Yr.  6X  (error  for  2X? ) . 

Weight:  7»1  gms.  Size:  I6o0  mm. 

Obverse  symbols:  Inverted  jhar. 

Comments:  Crude  die  cutting. 

34.  Mint:  Unknown.  Plate  numbers:  35-37* 

Known  dates:  Yr.  3X. 

Weight:  7*4  - 12.6  gms.  Size;  17 .0  - 20.5  ™n* 

Obverse  symbols:  Crude  heraldic  eagle  with  shield  on  breast. 

Comments:  No  apparent  obverse  legend. 


IDENTIFICATION,  Please? 

May  1976  IDENTIFICATION,  Pleas^  revisited 

Samuel  Lachman  of  Haifa,  Israel  reported  in  the  October  1976  issue 
concerning  the  Kempten  guildiner  published  in  this  section  in  May, 
19760  He  adds  to  his  October  report  that  all  the  Kempten  crowns  are 
listed  in  de  Mey's  European  Crown  Size  and  Multiples.  They  are  in 
the  first  volume  of  the  book,  Germany  1466-1599* 


JAVA  L.N.  Dolt  dated  I818 


. : \ 
W /w* 


Member  Harry  Bottenfield  of  Chicago 
recently  sent  the  photos  to  the  left 
of  a Java  L.N.  doit  dated  1818  (type 
of  Scholten  582-584) . This  piece  is 
interesting  inasmuch  as  Java  pieces 
struck  during  the  French  Empire  in 
Holland  were  all  dated  I808-1810  of 
this  type.  The  French  Empire  in 
Holland  ending  in  1811,  maices  this  1818  date  quite  puzzling  as  by 
that  date  the  Latch  Government  in  the  Indies  had  formed  (1816) 
under  King  William  I (l8l5-4o).  The  piece  has  been  examined  by 
both  Amsterdam  dealer  Jacques  Schulman  and  the  ANA  Certification 
Service  (ANACS),  with  neither  being  able  to  firmly  state  the  piece 
was  a forgery.  It  possibly  could  be  a genuine  mint  error  piece. 

Has  anyone  else  ever  ran  across  these  dolts  dated  other  than  1808-IOI 


TAKE  LIFE  A LITTLE  EASIER 


by  Gabriel  A.  Grams,  Edmonton,  Alberta,  Canada 

There  was  a collector  named  Paul 
Well  known  for  collecting  it  all. 

When  his  wife  got  upset 
And  continued  to  fret- 
He  trader  her  in:  For  a token,  four  crowns, 

and  some  old  coins  from  Gaul. 
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BOOK  REVIEWS 

Current  Coins  of  the  World  (1951-76)^  7th  Edition.  R . S . Yeoman . 
364  pages.  Hard  back.  $5.50*  Published  by  Western  Publishing  Co., 
Racine,  Wisconsin. 

This  edition  more  than  maintains  the  Whitman  standards  as  it  sur- 
passes the  previous  voliimes  in  a nvimber  of  ways.  A glance  at  the 
contributors  made  me  fairly  sure  it  would  be  that.  It  is  the  com- 
plement, or  if  you  prefer  it,  the  sequel  of  Craig's  Coins  of  the 
World  17^0-18^0  and  Modern  World  Coins.  It  is  described  as  intro- 
ductory, but  it  is  more  than  adequate  for  the  average  collector  of 
world  coins . 

The  controversial  question  of  NCLT  coins  is  handled  well.  They  are 
called  "Collectors'  Coins",  which  is  what  they  basically  are.  They 
are  found  in  the  proper  sequence,  with  the  appropriate  number  which 
is  placed  in  brackets.  Countries  like  Austria  and  Israel,  which 
hitherto  have  gotten  by  with  their  commemoratives,  now  have  them 
properly  listed  as  "Collectors'  Coins".  Tne  fantasies,  speculative 
pieces  and  those  which  cannot  be  classified  yet  for  certain,  are 
placed  in  alphabetical  order  at  the  end.  So  also  are  various  world 
proof  sets  since  1950. 

The  illustrations  are  clear,  the  explanations  concise.  FAO  coins, 
which  a great  many  countries  have  issued  and  most  of  which  are  in 
commercial  use,  are  listed  under  their  title.  So  are  the  Conser- 
vation Series,  but  correctly  noted  as  "Collectors'  Coins". 

The  enormous  increase  in  world  coinage,  in  part  due  to  the  issuance 
of  so  many  collectors ' coins,  and  in  part  due  to  the  emergence  of 
so  many  new  countries,  is  shown  by  the  increase  in  pages  from  288 
to  38^*  Perhaps  the  single  most  vital  item  in  the  book  is  the  list 
of  world  coin  denominations.  Not  only  are  there  so  many  new  coun- 
tries, but  so  many  countries  have  changed  both  names  and  monetary 
systems,  both  of  which  reflect  strong  nationalist  tendencies  in  the 
world.  Some  new  numbering  is  Inevitable  and  always  will  be. 

But,  changes  have  been  kept  to  a minimum. 

There  are  brief  notes  on  eras,  dating  systems  and  numerals  used. 

The  most  notable  dating  change  is  that  of  Iran. 

The  straightforward  alphabetical  arrangement  of  the  countries  is 
most  practical. 

The  biggest  problem,  as  in  all  books  of  this  type,  is  the  price 
listing.  For  instance,  listing  an  Italian  lire  at  35  cents,  when 
it  is  worthless,  seems  absurd.  Ability  to  obtain  it,  however,  de- 
pends primarily  on  dealer  stocks.  In  Italy  it  has  vanished.  All 
collectors  need  to  remember  two  essential  factors.  A dealer  may 
have  to  hold  his  stock  a long  time  before  disposing  of  it.  For 
all  minors,  there  is  an  enormous  gap  between  buying  and  selling. 

For  many  minor  coins  unless  one  wants  an  uncirculated  coin,  it 
is  well  worth  sifting  threugh  the  "junk  boxes"  that  most  dealers 
maintain.  All  catalogues  which  list  suggested  prices  or  values 
are  controversial.  They  tend  to  cause  the  private  seller  to  expect 
too  much,  and  the  buyer  to  be  charged  too  much.  Recently,  a young 
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man  was  sent  to  me  from  the  University  with  more  than  100  20th 
century  coins.  He  was  anxious  to  start  building  a house.  They 
probably  "catalogued"  70  or  80  dollars,  but  I doubt  if  a dealer 
would  have  given  more  than  5 to  10  dollars,  unless  to  obtain  3 
rather  nice  Irish,  and  one  Cretan  piece. 

Since  I collect  modem  world  coins,  I have  been  awaiting  this  new 
edition  anxiously  and  I am  well  pleased. 

Review  by  I.  C.  G.  Campbell 
University  of  Nebraska 


INDO-GREEK  AND  INDO-SCYIHIAN  COINAGE.  Volume  Four:  Contemporaries 

of  the  Indo-Greeks;  Kings  of  Sogdiana;  Scythians  of  Merv,  Choresmia 
and  Balkh;  Yueh  Chi  and  early  Kushans;  Indian  States  of  Taxila- 
Gandhara  and  the  Punjab  Audumbara  Kuninda  etc.;  Indo-Greek  mints, 
coin  denominations  and  forgeries,  by  Michael  Mitchiner.  12-l/2  by 
B^-1/2  inches;  13I  pages,  1,000  photographs;  £15  - 00.  Published 
by  Hawkins  Publications,  Sanderstead,  London;  Distributed  by  B.  A. 
Seaby  Ltd.,  London. 

There  are  two  main  parts  to  this  volume.  Various  peoples  who  lived 
around  the  frontier  of  the  Indo-Greek  realm  are  discussed  in  the 
first  part.  By  their  existence  such  peoples  place  constraints  upon 
the  interpretation  of  Indo-Greek  history  and  negate  many  previous 
proposals.  One  can  also  see  some  of  the  ways  in  which  such  Punjab 
peoples  as  the  Audumbaras,  Vemakas,  Vrishnis  Kunindas  and  Yaudheyas 
adapted  the  Indo-Greek  bilingual  silver  drachm  for  their  own  silver 
coinage  and  how  such  northern  peoples  as  the  Kings  of  Choresmia  and 
the  Yueh  Chi  (Kushans)  modified  the  Indo-Greek  mono-lingoal  Attic 
tetradrachm  current  abouve  the  Hindu  Kush. 

A detailed  analysis  of  Indo-Greek  mint  organization,  accompanied  by 
tables  and  a list  of  observed  control  marks  appears  in  the  second 
part  of  the  volume.  It  is  followed  by  a comparable  metrological 
analysis  that  begins  with  a consideration  of  gold,  silver  and  copper 
denominations  struck  in  conformity  with  the  Attic  standard  used  in 
Hellenistic  Kingdoms.  The  need  to  accomodate  Hellenistic  forms  to 
those  used  in  Indian  lands  led  to  the  evolution  of  a new  hybrid 
currency  system:  the  Indo-Greek  bilingual  standard.  The  volume 

ends  with  exajr.ples  of  cast,  pressure  cast  and  die  struck  forgeries. 

Reviewed  by  the  publisher. 


The  Age  of  the  Kushans.  A Numismatic  Study  by  Dr.  B.  Chattopadhay . 
1967.  Punthi  Pustak.  Calcutta.  289  pp.  i|^-l/4  plates.  Hard  cover. 

This  book  is  very  much  in  the  style  of  M.  K.  Sharan's  Tribal  Coins 
and,  like  his,  was  a doctoral  thesis.  The  scope  of  the  book  is  ex- 
tensive. Starting  with  the  Yeu-chi  and  the  rise  of  the  Kushanas, 
he  traces  the  history  and  nature  of  the  coinage  through  the  Puri- 
Kushana.  Separate  chapters  deal  with  the  representation  of  the  Kings 
and  the  deities.  Others  deal  with  the  metrology,  the  legends  and 
symbols  and  the  provenance.  There  is  a detailed  bibliography  of 
works  consulted  and  fold-in  tables  A.  of  the  script:  B.  of  the 
symbols.  There  is  also  an  index.  The  plates  are  mediocre  and  only 
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53  coins  are  Illustrated,  most  of  them  gold.  None  of  the  degener- 
ate or  later-style  Kushan  coins  are  shown  and  the  book  is  only  of 
moderated  help  for  identification  purposes.  Economic  history  and 
the  realationship  with  Rome  are  prominent.  In  many  ways  the  book's 
real  value  lies  in  its  historical  and  mythological  information.  It 
is  nice  to  see  the  dedication  to  Sir  Alexander  Cunningham,  one  of 
the  greatest  pioneers  of  Indian  numismatics. 

Reviewed  by  I.  C.  G.  Campbell, 

University  of  Nebraska-Lincoln 


WORLD  NUMISMATIC  GROUP  FORMS  IN  HOLLYWOOD,  FLORIDA 


The  Gold  Coast  Coin  Club  of  Hollywood,  Florida  has  a new  branch  - 
The  World  Numismatic  Group.  The  new  group  held  its  first  meeting 
on  October  27,  1976.  Speaker  at  the  inaugural  meeting  was  Sam 
Segal,  Mr.  Currency  of  the  South.  His  talk,  on  Israeli  currency, 
was  illustrated  with  notes  of  Palestine  and  Israel. 

As  a branch  of  the  Gold  Coast  Coin  Club,  the  World  Numismatic 
Group  is  able  to  leave  the  details  such  as  officers,  reports,  elec- 
tions, committees,  banquets,  shows,  parliamentary  procedure,  club 
auctions,  etc.  to  the  parent  group  - thus,  its  entire  meetings  are 
devoted  to  world  niiralsmatics. 

The  founders  of  the  group  are  Roger  Lane,  F.  M.  Rose,  Harold  F. 
Ehrbar  and  Betty  Kolb.  Lane  and  Rose  are  both  NI  members. 

For  years,  the  founders  had  dreamed  of  a club  for  foreign  collectors. 
However,  the  idea  of  another  club,  having  to  do  all  the  things  every 
other  club  does,  turned  them  off.  At  the  October  3i’<^  Show  of  the 
Gold  Coast  Coin  Club,  the  four  founders  talked  about  their  dream 
club  again.  Roger  Lane  remarked  that  Gold  Coast’s  junior  members 
had  a group  geared  to  their  needs.  Lane's  remark  triggered  off  the 
founders.  Realizing  they  could  have  the  group  they  wanted  if  they 
made  it  a subsidiary  of  the  Gold  Coast  Club,  they  went  to  B.  J. 
Rubenstein,  president  of  the  club,  who  was  at  the  show.  When  B.  J. 
heard  what  the  founders  wanted,  he  said  that  he  likedthe  idea,  and 
would  help.  He  invited  the  founders  to  present  their  idea  to  the 
club's  board  of  directors  the  following  night.  The  board  approved 
unanimously  and  at  the  October  7th  meeting  of  the  club,  B.  J.  told 
the  members  that  a meeting  place  and  date  had  been  set . Thus,  the 
new  group  went  from  conception  to  inaugural  meeting  in  2h  days, 
thanks  to  the  officers  of  the  Gold  Coast  Coin  Club. 

Visitors  are  always  welcome  at  the  new  group's  meetings  which  are 
held  the  4th  Wednesday  of  each  month  expect  December.  The  hall 
opens  at  7:30  PM  and  closes  at  10:00  PM  and  each  member  attending 
is  asked  to  bring  a foreign  numismatic  items  for  "show  and  tell". 

Once  the  meeting  starts,  anyone  mentioning  U.S.  niimismatic  items 
will  be  asked  to  leave  with  the  sole  exception  of  the  U.  S.  Trade 
Dollar.  Meetings  are  held  at  the  Hollywood  Branch  of  Washington 
Federal  Savings  8c  Loan  Ass’n,  450  N.  Park  Rd.,  Hollywood,  Fla. 

(Ed.:  As  a founder  of  NI,  this  sounds  like  "shades  of  NI  in  1964". 

NI  was  started  by  much  the  same  principle  except  we  founders  did 
not  have  a parent  group  behind  us.  We  started  our  own  club,  wrote 
by-laws,  elected  officers,  etc.  Good  luck  to  the  group.) 
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MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE 

Scott  Semans,  P.  0.  Box  28od,  Cleveland/  Ohio  44ll6;  I recently 
acquired  a Fr.  Indo  China  20  Gents  I9O9  with  .9OO  fineness  (Yll) 
rather  than  .835  (Y15).  Could  date  collectors  let  me  know  a)  which 
version  of  the  I9O9  they  have,  and  h)  are  there  any  other  undiscover- 
ed .900’s  in  the  1898-I919  series  of  10,  20  or  50  cents! 

William  H.  McConnell,  P.  0.  Box  2730;  Santa  Clara,  Calif.  9^0^1« 

As  editor  of  TSE  POSTAL  BELL,  the  official  publication  of  the  Japan- 
ese American  Philatelic  Society,  I would  like  to  invite  some  NI 
menher  to  help  coordinate  an  article  on  the  STAMPS  AND  COINS  OF 
JAPAN  which  in  many  instances  use  the  same  symbols.  If  you  are 
interested  in  writing  the  numismatic  portion  of  the  article,  please 
contact  me  for  further  discussion  of  this  proposed  article. 

Stuart  Eisen,  c/o  Boyce  & Lewis  of  Md.,  Inc.,  10400  Old  Georgetown 
Road,  Bethesda,  Md.  20014;  Need  information  on  the  Netherlands  East 
Indies  Ship  Gulden  series  (Craig  Nos.  3^^  39>  ^0^  & 140.2)  for  an 

article  I am  preparing.  Any  information,  articles,  etc.  (other  than 
Scholten)  is  welcome.  Would  like  to  borrow  or  pxxrchase  xerox  copies 
of  what  you  have. 

Brian  Altman,  M.D.,  33-^  Cranford  Road,  Cherry  Hill,  N.  J.  O8OO3; 

I collect  British  Evasion  Coppers  by  die  variety  and  will  identify 
any  you  have  with  or  without  trade,  purchase,  etc.  Please  let me 
know. 

Tony-Yeu  Wan,  930  New  York  Ave.  N.W.,  Apt.  #1,  Washington,  D.C.  20001: 
One  each  of  the  following  coins  in  UNC  or  AU  is  WANTED:  Singapore  - 

Mint  or  Unc.  set  of  I969,  1971^  1973  Y9a  $1  197^;  Malaya  & 

British  Borneo  Y1  5 Cent  I96IH,  Y2  10  Cent  I96IKN,  Y3  20  Cent  1957KN 
and  YU  50  Cent  1955H  and  1956;  Hong  Kong  Y28  10  Cent  1956,  1956H, 
1958KN,  i960,  196IKN,  1964,  1965KN,  1968H,  197IKN  and  1973; 

Indonesia  y8,  Y§,  YIO,  Yll,  Y12;  Netherlands  Antilles  Y1  1 Cent 
1965,  1970,  Y4  1/10  G.  1954  and  1970,  Y5  l/4  G.  1970,  Y6  1 G.  1963 
and  1970.  Please  write  stating  what  you  have  and  cost. 

Verne  R.  Walrafen,  II30  East  35th  Terrace,  Topeka,  Kansas  66605: 

Issue  Number  Three  of  The  Mexican  Revolution  Reporter  has  been  pub- 
lished. Anyone  desiring  information  on  this  publication  or  about 
the  Revolutionary  Mexican  Historical  Society  is  invited  to  write 
for  details. 

Brian  Altman,  M.D.,  314  Cranford  Road,  Cherry  Hill,  N.  J.  08003: 

I am  trying  to  compile  a list  of  all  known  types  of  Canadian  tokens 
counterstamped  by  Devins  & Bolton,  Montreal.  Please  write  if  you 
have  any  of  these  in  your  collection. 


PUBLICATION  DEADLIEE: 

Tne  Friday  following  the  first  Wednesday  of  each  month  is  the  print- 
ing deadline  for  the  following  month's  issue  of  the  NI  BULLETIN.  All 
material  should  be  mailed  direct  to  the  editor. 
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